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  Greetings from your Editor  
   

Newsletter for Northern Hemisphere Autumn/Fall and  

Southern Hemisphere Spring. 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues 

 

A warm hello to all of you and a special hello to our new members. I do encourage our 
new members to write to me with news about what they are doing, conferences they think 
others might be interested in and in fact anything that touches on our wide ranging language 
interests.  That said, pictures of what members are up to or exciting events they have 
experienced that are simply fun to read are also welcome. 

 

New members 

Saito Akihiro, University of South Queensland (AUS) 

Jaechang Bae (Korea) 

Allan Bell, AUT (NZ) 

William Billingley, University of Queensland (AUS) 

Jenny Cole, Staffordshire University (UK) 

Suzanne Cosh, University of Adelaide (AUS) 

Susan Danby, QUT (AUS) 

Agata Gluszek, Yale (USA) 

Sabrina Goh, U of Otago (NZ) 

Gyuseog Han, Chonnam National University (Korea) 

William Jimenez (AUS) 

David Jopling, York U (Canada) 

Seo-Hong Kim (Korea) 

Ruth Kircher, University of London (UK) 

Lor Leach, Griffith University (AUS) 

Chanki Moon, Chonnam National U (Korea) 

Karyn Stapleton, University of Ulster (Northern Ireland) 

Rebecca Wells Jopling, U of Toronto (Canada) 

 

And a heart-felt thank you to everyone who has renewed their membership. 

 

 

 



 

 

I have to say that I thoroughly enjoyed the Brisbane ICLASP12.  

With all the funding cuts to universities that have been made around the world, the local 
committee were worried about numbers.  In fact we just about matched the Tucson 
ICLASP11 numbers so that was a big relief.  I cannot thank the Committee enough for all 
their hard work.  It would take too long to list out all their tasks here but let me just say that 
Katy White did a truly remarkable job at organizing hotel accommodation and our big night 
at the Outback Spectacular.  Liz Jones went the extra mile with organizing behind the 
scenes detail at the actual venue – Griffith University Southbank – as well as buses to 
Outback Spectacular.  Stefano was always on hand to help us with important matters such 
as where to eat, what to eat and when to eat.  He was also responsible for helping us put 
together our budget which led to a profit of over $4000 Australian dollars. This money can 
be fed back to the IALSP coffers and assist with future expenses and conferences.   

I also want to say a very big thank you to Cindy for being responsible for the program 
and the difficult task placing papers.  Thanks to Tony Young and Tamar Murachver who 
assisted Cindy with this.  I also want to thank the postgraduate students fondly known as 
the ‘Red Caps’ who were always on hand to assist anyone and everyone.  I can’t finish here 
without including two more groups. The security team at the venue were fabulous and went 
out of their way to help us and to store things for us  –  really nothing was too much trouble.  
Last but not least thank you to everyone who attended.  It would not have happened with 
the wonderful delegates and the high standard of presentations.   Thank you all!!!!! 

I hope you enjoy this issue of our ICLASP Newsletter and as we are nearing the end of 
the year let me finish by wishing everyone a wonderful and safe 2011. 

 

Cheers 

 

Bernadette  



 

 

From ICLASP 12   

 

 

The 12th International Conference on  

Language and Social Psychology  
 

was held on June 16-19th, 2010 

at the Griffith University Southbank campus, 

 Brisbane, Australia 
hosted by  

The University of Queensland,  

Griffith University and  

Queensland University of Technology 
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The Group Photo 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
ICLASP 12  -  at the Tea break 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Photos courtesy of Jake Gillespie 

More ICLASP12 photos available at Jake and Maggie’s � � � � � � �� 	 	 
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  From the Past President  
 

 

My two year term as President of the International Association of Language and Social 
Psychology is over. The association is financially stable. The membership numbers are 
modest. We will need to address the issue of possible growth as a top priority in the coming 
years. The relationship between IALSP and the Journal of Language and Social Psychology 
is evolving in a positive direction for both parties. The conferences held in Tucson and 
Brisbane continued the tradition of shared scholarship and positive networking. The web 
site www.ialsp.org has had a major “facelift” and can serve as our most effective and 
efficient way to share information and to update everyone on the plans for our next 
conference that are well underway.. Please visit the web site often.  

I wish I could claim credit for a splendid two years of successful association leadership. 
In reality, IALSP is the model of shared governance. Wonderful discussions are held on 
each and every issue. My job as President was simply to listen/read the expert advice of the 
Executive, remain silent as long as possible, write a letter of invitation every once in a while, 
“OK” the very conservative budget requests, and make the obvious decision as soon as 
Maggie and Bernadette asked for me to make a decision!  

IALSP has an active, well informed and well intentioned Executive Committee who have 
always provided wise council and a shared sense of “common good”, that I must say is 
rather unique in scholarly/academic associations. I thank each member of the Executive for 
all of their excellent work. As mentioned above, the association is, in reality, managed by 
Maggie Pitts and Bernadette Watson. Quite simply, the association could not possibly be in 
such good shape or even continue to exist without the excellent stewardship of Maggie and 
Bernadette. I thank Maggie and Bernadette for all of their efforts and for taking excellent 
care of the association during my term as President. 

The transition of all Presidential powers to Itesh Sachdev is progressing smoothly. The 
challenges of coordinating our conference and managing the association during a time of 
global recession, travel restrictions, and new scholarly challenges will test the Executive. I 
have complete confidence that IALSP will remain strong. I am also confident that our shared 
feeling that IALSP and ICLASP represent the best of our scholarly lives will continue.  

I finally want to thank the former presidents of IALSP: Howard Giles, Peter Robinson, 
Cindy Gallois, Sik Hung Ng, and Richard Clement for their vision, their wisdom, their humor 
and their continuing support.  I also send my best to Itesh and to Bernadette our new 
president-elect. 

 

Jon F. Nussbaum 

August 2010 
 



 

 

 

ROBERT C. GARDNER AWARD  

ICLASP 12, 2010 
 

Professor Itesh Sachdev 

 

 
 

  Our new president Professor Itesh Sachdev receiving the Robert C Gardner 
Award from Richard Clément at ICLASP12.   Richard presented the award to Itesh on 
behalf of our 2008 to 2010 President John Nussbaum, who unfortunately could not 
attend ICLASP12. 

 

 This biennial award recognises the pioneer work and outstanding contribution of 
Robert C. Gardner, professor Emeritus of Psychology at the University of Western 
Ontario and Fellow of the Canadian Psychological Association.  Robert Gardner©s 
work on the social psychology of second language acquisition and communication is 
seminal in establishing the field of language and social psychology. 

 



 

 

MEMBER WITH DISTINCTION AWARD,  2010 
 

Emeritus Professor Robert C. Gardner 
 

The 2010 recipient of this award was Robert C. Gardner. Robert was not at the 
conference and so his award was sent to him by post.  Just the other day I received this 
lovely acknowledgement that Robert had indeed received the award and I thought I would 
share his letter with all our members.  

 

Thank you Robert for being such an important and integral part of IALSP. 

 

 



 

 

BRADAC  PRIZE , 2010 

 

Dr Tony Young 
The recipient of the Bradac Prize was Dr Tony Young.   This prize was established in 1999 in 

honour of the late Professor James J. Bradac.  The award is made biennially to recognize early 
career excellence in the field of language and social psychology 

 

 
 

 

 

Response from Tony Young: 

I was delighted to receive the Bradac, a real feather in my cap and a very great personal 
and professional honour.  Jim’s own struggle with a debilitating illness (he had a form of motor 
neurone disease in his final years), means, I hope that it is especially fitting that the award named 
for (or ©after© as we©d say this side of the Atlantic) him should be for work involving other people 
living with illness - in this instance dementia. 



 

 

 

 

 

Although I was of course aware of Jim©s work - in our field, who isn©t - I googled 
him anyway to see what else I could glean when I heard I had been nominated.  
Google corrected my spelling to ©James J Braddock© and came up with information 
about a depression-era world heavyweight boxing champion.  For a moment I 
thought that Jim©s accomplishments included pugilism as well as scholarship, 
courage and generosity of spirit. Given the breadth of his achievements I wouldn©t 
have been too surprised. 

 

Many thanks to the IALSP executive committee for giving me this reward.  Their  
show of support for my work will help to sustain it and me through the travails of 
fund raising as we try to ensure that theory gets out there to inform practice when 
social partners communicate with people living with dementia.  Although the award 
has my name on it, the work that it was given for was a team effort involving many 
carers and people living with dementia, who gave freely of their time, selves and 
experiences.  The Alzheimer©s Society were very generous with time and their 
scarce resources.  My project partners, Chris Manthorp and Dave Howells, also 
helped to keep me straight on more things than I care to name. 

 

Dr Tony Young 

 

Lecturer in Language and Communication 

Head of the Applied Linguistics Section 

School of Education, Communication and Language Sciences  

Newcastle University  

Newcastle Upon Tyne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Task force on endangered languages 
 

The task force forms an important part of each ICLASP conference. 

The International Association of Language and Social Psychology was formed in 1997 
at the 6th International Conference on Language and Social Psychology. The primary 
purposes of the Association are to: 

- enable the exchange of ideas and the making of contacts of colleagues from a 
variety of disciplines and professions internationally who are working in the 
area, 

- facilitate collaborative research projects, 

- support publication of articles and books, and 

- ensure the continuity and development of the biennial international conferences 

The diversity of perspectives that focus on the intersection of language and social psychology has 
been a feature of the Association. More recently the Association has supported a series of Task 
forces that have drawn together scholars to focus on a particular theme.  

Previous Task force topics were: 

·  Adolescence 

·  Language and Technology,  

·  Language and Discrimination and  

·  Health Communication.  

Each Task force gathered together a group of researchers in the area whose brief was to critically 
review the literature in the area, identify areas for future research, facilitate collaboration on 
research projects in the area and lead a symposium on the area at the International Conference on 
Language and Social Psychology. 

 

The task force for 2010 had the topic Endangered Languages, and the symposium 
presented by the task force at ICLASP 12 is described below. 

 

The main papers will also feature at ICA 2010 (Singapore) and in a special issue of the 
Journal of Language and Social Psychology, the Association’s affiliated journal. The task force will 
also present a panel organised by the Committee on Endangered Languages and their 
Preservation at the Linguistic Society of America annual conference in January 2011. 



 

IALSP Task Force Report presented at a symposium at ICLASP12 

 
Co-Chairs: Peter Austin and Itesh Sachdev 

 
Discussant: Jeanie Bell, Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education, Australia,  
 

Over the past 50 years there have been significant changes occurring in the world’s 
language ecology – although roughly 7,000 languages are spoken on earth today, 96% of the 
world’s population currently speaks just 4% of the world’s languages. That is, the world’s linguistic 
diversity is in the hands (and mouths) of a fraction of its population, and that diversity and vitality is 
being threatened as communities are rapidly shifting from small languages to the few dominant 
tongues which are perceived to have economic, political, social and personal power.  

 
The existence of this shift has been noted by linguists and sociologists since the early 

1990’s and although factors such as ‘language attitudes’ have been identified as contributing to 
shift, there has so far been little research into what this means in theory and practice, and how it 
operates across the diverse language communities of the world. Also, although various individual 
attempts have been made to ‘revitalise’ languages (e.g. Maori, Hawaiian) there has been little 
comparative research to identify effective policies and practices that can bolster linguistic vitality 
and support threatened languages.  

 
This symposium took a multidisciplinary approach to explore the forces behind language 

endangerment and what can be done to respond to them at various levels, and to increase 
language vitality within communities.    

 
Presentations: 
 
Peter Austin,  “Ideologies of revitalisation of endangered languages” 

 
Anvita Abbi, (Itesh Sachdev [presenter])  

“Preventing communities from committing linguistic genocide” 
 
Jane Simpson  “Aboriginal language policy in Australia” 
 
Julia Sallabank,  “Language planning for endangered languages:  Majority and minority 

perspectives” 
 
Itesh Sachdev (presenter), Denise Y Arnold and Juan De Dios Yapita,  

“Vitality of indigenous languages: Some considerations from Canada and 
Bolivia”  

 
 
1.  Ideologies of revitalisation of endangered languages 
Peter Austin 
University of London, UK 
pa2@soas.ac.uk 
 

Language revitalisation refers to efforts to recover and develop linguistic (and 
cultural) expertise and skills when languages are in the process of being lost as speakers 
shift to larger and politically, economically and socially more dominant languages. 
Revitalisation can take many forms, from attempts to reintroduce the language as a spoken 
tongue with a range of contemporary functions, to teaching a few emblematic symbolic 
expressions that can be brought out on special occasions to demonstrate political and 



 

social identity or associations. Revitalisation methods are similarly diverse (ranging from 
so-called ©master-apprentice© programmes to models derived from foreign language 
teaching).  

In this paper I discuss some of the ideological grounding and rationale presented by 
different stakeholders for language revitalisation, with a focus on case studies of current 
projects currently being carried out in eastern Australia (especially the Gamilaraay-
Yuwaalaraay language programme of north-east New South Wales). I will also discuss the 
political and attitudinal framework within which these attempts at revitalisation are taking 
place and critically examine some of their outcomes. 

 
 
2. Aboriginal language policy in Australia 

Dr Jane Simpson, Department of Linguistics, University of Sydney 

In countries where education is free and compulsory, children spend a good 
proportion of their hours in schools. As a result, the languages of instruction and the 
languages being taught are an important factor in language maintenance of Indigenous 
languages, Tensions arise between the demand for access to the dominant language, the 
demand for continuing development and enrichment of the mother tongue, and the lack of 
resources for teaching and learning in the Indigenous language (which include trained 
bilingual teachers).  The common sense observation that children learn best when they 
understand what is being said to them has often led to a demand for bilingual education in 
the early years of schooling, as a way of teaching the dominant language as well as 
enriching and developing the mother tongue.   

In Australia, bilingual education programs in schools have been the main source of 
materials for enriching and developing several traditional languages, and what has been 
learned from them has helped in the development of resources for second language 
instruction programs. However, bilingual education programs are often resisted by the 
monolingual speakers of the dominant languages, who determine policies for educating 
children and govern access to resources.  At the same time, poor bilingual education can 
also lead to a loss of confidence by speakers, who may then argue for monolingual 
education, asserting that they can maintain their languages at home.  These battles have 
been played out recently in Australia, resulting in the loss of bilingual education programs 
for Indigenous languages. 

 
 

 
3.  Preventing communities from committing linguistic genocide 
Anvita Abbi 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India 
anvitaabbi@gmail.com 
 

Various socio-economic factors serve as driving forces for the decay and loss of 
most heritage languages used by the tribals in India. These factors result in bringing about 
an inferiority complex among the users of these languages who have already developed a 
negative attitude towards retaining their languages and hence are happy to forget them. 
This process of self-proclaimed linguistic genocide has already been witnessed in many 
tribal communities of India.  

A most disturbing phenomenon is the incidence of mass hara-kiri of mother tongues 
in Central India. Kurux, the Dravidian language, and other Munda languages except 
Santhali are excellent examples of this phenomenon. To overcome this, the author 
proposes a change in the structure of pre-school education [known as aanganvadi 
‘kindergarten’] in villages and small towns, so as to impart basic education of indigenous 
knowledge-bases in various mother tongues. A similar policy can also be adopted in areas 
where languages are breathing their last such as in the Andaman Islands.  



 

The proposal has the potentiality to generate not only economic benefits which will 
arrest further decay of the tribal languages but can also bring about a change in the attitude 
of the tribals concerning their heritage languages.  It will provide a sense of dignity to the 
languages and help in their sustenance and survival. This may also ensure stopping the 
process of submerging identities and the depleting linguistic diversity at the national level.    

 
 
 
4.  Language planning for endangered languages:  Majority and minority perspectives 
Julia Sallabank 
University of London, UK 
js72@soas.ac.uk 
 

Raising the profile and prestige of minority languages is a pre-requisite for the 
success of language planning measures aimed at revitalisation; however, the literature is 
full of cases where public education about the value of linguistic diversity and language 
maintenance has been omitted from language planning, with detrimental results. In addition 
many studies of minority language revitalisation focus on attitudes and perceptions of 
minority, but not majority, group members.   

This paper discusses the implications of these issues, and presents research into 
majority and minority attitudes towards the endangered indigenous vernacular of Guernsey, 
Channel Islands.  The research used a multi-methodological approach (questionnaire and 
interview) to obtain attitudinal data from a representative sample of the population that 
included politicians and civil servants (209 participants).  The findings suggested a shift in 
language ideology away from the post-second world war ‘culture of modernisation’ and 
monolingual ideal, towards recognition of the value of linguistic heritage.   

Public opinion in Guernsey now seems to support the maintenance of the 
indigenous language variety, which has recently been translated into official support. 
Challenges to this useful beginning towards revitalisation are discussed in terms of 
developing a cohesive strategy with reference to combining the efforts of voluntary groups 
and the government.  

 
 

 
5.  Vitality of indigenous languages: Some considerations from Canada and Bolivia  
Itesh Sachdev1 (presenter), Denise Y Arnold2, and Juan De Dios Yapita2 
1 University of London, UK; 2 Universidad PIEB and Instituto de Lengua y Cultura Aymara, Bolivia 
i.sachdev@soas.ac.uk  
 

The focus of this paper is on the vitality of indigenous languages in Canada and 
Bolivia. The demographic vitality of indigenous peoples vis-à-vis non-indigenous peoples in 
these two countries differs vastly -  majority in Bolivia; substantial minority in Canada.  
Moreover, there is also considerable diversity amongst indigenous languages and their 
speakers within these countries.   Regardless of such complexities in terms of indigenous 
language contexts and competences, it is clear that colonisation has left a strong and 
enduring legacy of language endangerment in these contexts.  

This paper explores some of these issues from a social psychological perspective, 
and illustrates the arguments with empirical data in the form of attitudes, perceptions and 
identifications.  Overall, the data suggest that the linguistic survival of indigenous peoples is 
linked to self-determined categorizations in their appropriate sociostructural and temporal 
contexts. 

 
 



 

 

2010 IALSP Biennial Report from the Treasurer 
 

The biennial financial report of the International Association of Language and Social 
Psychology for the period 2008-2010 was finalized on September 1, 2010. This report takes into 
account new and renewed membership dues, expenses, and income by the Association since the 
last report on September 9, 2008. Our total balance is $17,139.45 US. Please see the table below 
for details.  

The Association is holding financially, however our total balance is less than it was two 
years ago. This is due in part to costs associated with revamping the website, upgrading our 
internet hosting system, fewer new IALSP members, and lower than usual membership renewals. 
This year the Association was only asked to seed the ICLASP12 a meager $1,145.29 to support 
travel for a keynote speaker. On behalf of the Association I would like to thank Bernadette 
Watson, Liz Jones, and the hosting universities, University of Queensland, Griffith University, and 
Queensland University of Technology for supporting the conference. I am happy to report, as well, 
that this financial statement includes full repayment of the conference seed money as well as a 
financial return from the conference. Congratulations to everyone involved with the planning and 
organization of ICLASP12.  

I was nominated by the executive to serve one more term as treasurer of the Association, a 
position I was very pleased to accept. As always, please let me know if there is any way I can 
serve our Association better. 

My Best, 

Maggie Pitts  

     International Association of Language and Social Psychology 
September 9, 2008 - September 1, 2010 

Opening Balance 9/9/2008 � � � �� � � �� 	 


Income 

Memberships � 	 �� � � �� � 

ICLASP12 revenue � 
 � � �� � 


Total  � 	 �� � � �� � 


Total   � � � �� � � �� � 	

Expenditure 

Merchant Fee (PayPal) � � � �� � 

International Transfer Fees � � � �� � 


Conf Travel for Executive (ICLASP12) � 
 �� � � �� � 

Conference Seeding - Brisbane � � �� � � �
 � 


Professional Affiliation � � � � �� � 

Domain Name and Web Hosting  � � � � �� � 


Overseas Wire Transfer Fees � 	 � �� � 

Web Design � � �
 � � �� � 


Mailing � � � �� � 

Total Expenditure � � �� � � �� � 


� �� � �� � 
� � �� � � � 
� � 
� �
� � � � 
 � � � 
 � 
 � �
 � � �� � 		
The above figures do not include the profit made by ICLASP12 which will be transferred over to Maggie in November, 

2010. 



 

  From the New President  
 

Dear colleagues, 

 

We are still glowing in the aftermath of the wonderful ICLASP 12 in Brisbane organised by 
Bernadette Watson, Liz Jones, Katy White, Stefano Occhipinti and Cindy Gallois. This conference 
was another one to remember - from the inspiring keynotes, to the high quality papers from a 
variety of disciplines, in an atmosphere of reflection aided by critical and respectful discussion.  Of 
course, we remained true to our colours in enthusiastically and collectively participating in all the 
socialising guided so ably by our Aussie hosts - - THANK YOU!!! 

 

ICLASP 12 also included the inaugural symposium from our newest partner – The Asian 
Association of Social Psychology (IALSP had organised an inaugural symposium at the AASP 
conference in Delhi in December, 2009).  Immediately following Brisbane, IALSP was represented 
at the annual conference of one of our partners – The International Communication Association – 
in Singapore, by a symposium on the IALSP Endangered Languages Taskforce.  Such links with 
other organisations are a very important aspect of our work as they not only provide interesting 
avenues (and exchanges) for our work, but also increase the salience of the social psychology of 
language in other arenas.   I think this is very important for us given: (i) the distinctive role that the 
social psychology of language plays in mediating between ‘macro+micro determinants’ and 
‘linguistic+other communicative outcomes’ (or am I thinking too positivistically for the discourse 
analysts and others?!... apologies..); (ii) that our own approaches are likely to broaden and benefit 
enormously from such exchanges.  

 

The IALSP executive is beginning to embrace the 21st century in having regular SKYPE 
meetings to plan our next series of events and exchanges (more on this on our website).  We 
have some wonderful opportunities coming up in terms of dialogue, conferences, research and 
publications (see website).  I very much hope that you will continue to participate actively in these, 
as well as suggesting new areas and opportunities for all of us.   I am very much looking forward 
to working with you in continuing to make IALSP the most exciting and interesting group in 
academia! (of course, I am not biased … I am only the pres!).  Some say that my interests (or is it 
qualifications?) in being a really social social psychologist augur well for this task!   

 

Best wishes 

 

Itesh Sachdev 

President (2010-2012), IALSP 

SOAS, University of London 

 

29.10.10 

 

P.S.   Please do look me up if you are coming to/passing through London.. it is always a pleasure  

  to have a fellow IALSPer. 



 

 

  ICA 2010 – Singapore 

ICA 2011 – Boston, USA 
 

Immediately after ICLASP12 some of us travelled to Singapore to attend the International 
Communication Association Conference (ICA).    In fact for many of the Brisbane folk, our feet 
had hardly touched the ground from being caught up in ICLASP12 when suddenly we were flying 
off to Singapore.  For those of us who live in Australia, Singapore was a joy.  Only seven hours 
travelling and no yet lag.   

Some members may not know that IALSP is an affiliated member of ICA. This relationship 
means that IALSP has an invited session each year at ICA. Biennial presentations comprise the 
IALSP Task Force so this year it was the turn of our Endangered Language Task Force which 
was based on the ICLASP12 symposium already described but with some changes to the 
program.  Bernadette was the discussant and sadly Peter Austin, Jane Simpson and Anvita Abbi 
could not be there be, although their papers were presented by others in the Task Force. 

 

In 2011 ICA is in Boston and again IALSP has put together an invited session.  I am giving 
you some details about that presentation here so that you can think about the synergies between 
IALSP and the ICA Intergroup Communication Interest group that was created in 2003. This 
Interest Group was created by Howie Giles and Scott Reid to focus on those communication 
researchers who take account of both the interpersonal and intergroup dynamics of 
communication.    Some of you may not know about this ICA interest group but let me assure you 
that it shares many of our interests.  Previous chairs of the ICA intergroup interest group have 
been Scott Reid, Hiroshi Ota, Bernadette Watson, Maggie Pitts, Lisa Sparks and currently Liz 
Jones.   Here is a description of the interest group.  

 

The study of intergroup communication concerns the ways in which communication within 
and between groups affects social relations. Intergroup encounters occur when social, rather than 
personal, identity forms the basis for communication. Intergroup communication is often 
characterized by power inequality, bias, competition or conflict. These troubling aspects of 
intergroup communication have been realized in scholarship on prejudice and discrimination (e.g., 
ageism, racism, sexism), aggression, violence, and genocide. However, intergroup 
communication can be equally characterized by positive communication found in identity 
expansion, cooperation, altruism, negotiation, and collaboration. Intergroup research informs 
many social contexts; some examples of these contexts are to be found in communication 
between members of co-cultures, cultures, nationalities, genders, generations, as well as groups 
belonging in the workplace and health contexts. There are arguable intergroup dimensions to all 
of the areas of concern to communication scholars. Intergroup communication informs mass, 
organizational, intercultural, political, sociocognitive, and interactive aspects of communication. 

The Intergroup Communication Interest Group provides a home for quantitative and 
qualitative approaches to intergroup communication phenomena. We welcome perspectives from 
social psychology, sociology, sociolinguistics, and political science with an aim to providing an 
exciting interdisciplinary niche for intergroup communication. 

 



 

In 2011 The International Association of Language and Social Psychology (IALSP) is 
collaborating with ICA to organize an interactive roundtable discussion session that will center on 
four identity themes: Culture, Gender, Place, and Language. IALSP has invited four senior IALSP 
scholars to present their identity research in a roundtable fashion and then lead break-out 
discussion groups with junior scholars interested in identity research. The overarching idea is to 
generate some deeper connections between the two associations, especially among junior 
scholars, by offering an opportunity for graduate students and junior faculty to talk about their 
research ideas in light of the more senior scholars’ expertise. The format will be a roundtable 
presentation on each specified identity topic (Culture, Gender, Place, and Language) for 
approximately 10 minutes and then break into thematic discussion groups among senior and 
junior scholars. Participants and identity themes for the roundtable discussion are offered below.  

This interactive roundtable discussion brings together junior and senior scholars from ICA 
and the International Association of Language and Social Psychology (IALSP) to engage in a 
collaborative session exploring intersections of identity and communication. This session is 
specifically designed to provide mentorship and collaboration opportunities for junior scholars 
interested in four areas of identity research: culture, gender, place, and language. This panel 
directly meets three of the four goals of ICA:  

(1) To enable the development, conduct, and critical evaluation of communication 
research.  

(2)  To facilitate inclusiveness and debate among scholars from diverse national and 
cultural backgrounds and from multi-disciplinary perspectives on communication-related issues 

(3)  To promote a wider public interest in, and visibility of, the theories, methods, 
findings and applications generated by research in communication and allied fields. 

It also opens the possibility to contribute to the fourth objective by providing an opportunity 
for future research collaboration; namely, a program of high quality scholarly publication and 
knowledge exchange. Moreover, it meets the goals of the IALSP (a longstanding ICA affiliate) to 
exchange of ideas; make contacts, facilitate collaborative research projects, offer opportunities to 
publish articles and books, and especially to share knowledge and experiences among colleagues 
from a variety of disciplines and professions from around the world.  

We believe this session is both unique and important mostly because of the hands-on 
interactive element embedded. The overarching idea is to generate some deeper connections 
between the two associations, especially among junior scholars, by offering an opportunity for 
graduate students and junior faculty to talk about their research ideas, etc. in light of the more 
senior scholar©s expertise. We envisage an organized session where junior researchers can 
discuss their work with a senior person in the field. The format will be a roundtable presentation 
on each specified identity topic (culture, gender, place, and language) for approximately 10-
12 minutes and then break into thematic discussion groups among senior and junior scholars. To 
meet this end, we have invited four established scholars to present their work and lead discussion 
sessions all of whom are active members of IALSP and are either new or active members of ICA: 
(Young Kim, Tamar Murachver, Cindy Gallois, and Kim Noels). This will cross-pollinate ICA and 
IALSP by encouraging two senior scholars to become active ICA members and encourage junior 
ICA scholars to become IALSP members. We hope to have more of such collaborative sessions 
in the future.  



 

 

Culture and Identity: 

Young Kim (Professor of Communication at the University of Oklahoma, USA) will address 
culture and identity. She will engage a discussion about the theoretical construct, intercultural 
identity, as a key facet of cumulative adaptive change that takes place within individuals who have 
undergone extensive and intensive experiences of cross-cultural communication and adaptation. 
The process of intercultural identity development is explained in terms of increasing levels of 
“individuation” and “universalization” in self-other orientation, with decreasing levels of reliance on 
cultural and ethnic categories. The theoretical explanation is followed by a brief examination 
of pertinent research findings and publicly available personal stories and testimonials.  

Gender and Identity: 

Tamar Murachver (Professor of Psychology at the University of Otago, New Zealand) will 
address will discuss her research on the intersections of language and gendered identity. 
Specifically, her research explores gender differences in language behaviors as a function of 
situation rather than of an individual.  

Place and Identity: 

Cindy Gallois (Professor of Psychology, University of Queensland, Australia) will address 
emergent research in the area of place and identity – investigating place identity as an aspect of 
social identity.  

Language and Identity: 

Kim Noels (Associate Professor of Psychology, University of Alberta, Canada), will discuss 
her research on the social psychology of language and communication processes. Her research 
focuses on the relationship between language communities, ethnic identity, and acculturation. 

In addition to the senior scholars, 2 junior scholars have been identified as discussion 
participants: Janice Krieger (Place Identity) and Kelly McKay-Semmler (Culture Identity). Others 
are invited to join.  

 

If you are going to attend ICA 2011 in Boston, please look out for this innovative and highly 
relevant session.  More details will be in the next newsletter as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Keeping connections between ICLASP gatherings. 
 

From the Editor 

 

One thing that is clear to me is that there are many conferences around that world where 
IALSP members could make an impact. ICA is one such event, but there are many others.   

For example in Australia in April there is the Annual Society of Australasian Social 
Psychologists Conference (SASP). In 2011 SASP is being held in Manly, New South Wales at 
the Novotel Sydney Manly Pacific from 14 to 17 April. Any IALSP members who might be 
considering attending this conference to present their work might consider forming an IALSP 
presence through an IALSP symposium.  Simply email me your interest to be part of a 
symposium and I will see what I can arrange. If we can enough presenters we can run one or 
more sessions. (The conference website is http://www.sasp.org.au/index.php/conference-
mainmenu-34.html.) 

 

In addition I have sent out an email to all IALSP members concerning an opportunity to 
participate at the Asian Association of Social Psychology (AASP).  Sik Hung Ng has provided 
me with the following information.   

In acknowledgment of our reciprocal relationship, AASP will waive the registration fees of up to 
5 participants (IALSP members) in the symposium. There will be an opportunity for participants 
to take part in other activities of the conference such as individual presentation or roundtable 
discussion. Sik Hung will keep me posted on this.   

The conference will take place on July 28 to 31 at Kunming, China. Kunming is not only scenic 
and suitable for family holidaying, but also the site of one of the most ethno-linguistically 
diverse part of China. Through our Symposium, and the conference more generally, future 
research collaboration and/or academic exchange may be facilitated.  

The conference theme is "Towards Social Harmony: A New Mission of Asian Social 
Psychology". Sik Hung says that he believes IALSP members have the expertise, passion, 
and vision to help the conference participants see the language side of the conference theme.  
He notes that although "social harmony" is a political jargon term in the Chinese context, there 
is ample room for different views on harmony.  Please contact myself or Sik Hung if you are 
interested in being part of this event. (sikhung.ng@cityu.edu.hk) 

 



 

 

ICLASP 13  -  Friesland, Netherlands 
 

Some early information about ICLASP13 

 
At ICLASP12  Dr Cor van der Meer presented an offer to host ICLASP 13 at the Mercator 
Research Centre in the Netherlands.  This offer has been accepted by the IALSP executive. 

 

The provisional location and date for ICLASP 13: 

 

mid-June 2012  

hosted by our President Itesh Sachdev and Cor van der Meer 

Mercator European Research Centre on Multilingualism and Language Learning 

Fryske Akademy 
Doelestrjitte 8 
Postbus 54 
8900 AB Leeuwarden 

 

 

Leeuwarden is in the Netherlands, and is the capital of the northern province of Fryslân.  This 
province is known as Friesland in English, and the name is perhaps best known in its derivative in 
the name of the breed “Friesian cattle”.    Fryslân is the name In the West Frisian language which 
is the native language of over 50% of the population, and is an official language of Friesland. The 
Mercator Research Centre is part of the Mercator Network of Language Diversity Centres whose 
focus lies on multicultural regions dealing with regional or minority languages. Its partners are in 
Wales (UK), Catalonia (Spain), Fryslân, Hungary and Sweden. 

 

 

 

Information about the Mercator Research Centre 

and the Mercator Network 

 

The Mercator European Research Centre on Multilingualism and Language Learning is part of 
a network of three research and documentation centres specializing in regional and minority 
languages within the European Union. The Mercator Network (named after Gerardus Mercator) 
was founded in 1987, as a result of an EU Resolution that the European Commission should take 
positive action to recognize regional and minority languages.  

Since the foundation of Mercator Education, more than twenty years ago, an extensive and 
extremely valuable network of experts and organisations in the field of minority languages and 
education has been established. Through this widespread network, which now also includes 
expertise from the newest member states, it has become possible for different language 
communities to exchange experiences and cooperate on a European level. 



 

The Mercator Network consists of five research and documentation centres. Each of 
the centres has its own thematic programme and specialist role related to minority and 
regional languages within the European Union: 

·  Mercator European Research Centre on Multilingualism and  
Language Learning/ Fryske Akademy in Ljouwert/ Leeuwarden  
(Fryslân, the Netherlands) (lead partner) 

·  Mercator Legislation/ Ciemen in Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) 
·  Mercator Media/ Aberystwyth University (Wales, United Kingdom) 
·  Research Institute for Linguistics/ Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

 in Budapest (Hungary) 
·  Centre for Finnish Studies/ Mälardalen University in Eskilstuna (Sweden).. 

The Mercator European Research Centre on Multilingualism and Language Learning 
(Mercator Research Centre in short) aims at the acquisition, circulation and application of 
knowledge. The Mercator Research Centre gathers and mobilises expertise in the field of 
language learning at school, at home and through cultural participation in favour of 
linguistic diversity of Europe. The Mercator Research Centre is an independent and 
recognised reference centre for policy makers and professional workers in the field of 
multilingual education and language learning. The Mercator Research Centre brings 
Europe to Fryslân and Fryslân to Europe.  It is part of the Fryske Akademy and funded by 
the Province of Fryslân (Friesland) and the Municipality of Leeuwarden. 

 

For an insight into the activities of the Mercator Research Centre visit its home page 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We need YOU to contribute to the newsletter! 
 

 

 

 

 

Be ready for an email from me enlisting your help 

For our next edition, pieces should be sent to Bernadette as you think of them. 



 

 

The New IALSP Web Site 

 

We now have a modern new-look web site!!!   
This is entirely due to the efforts of Maggie who sourced a wonderful web expert called 

Nikki Kilgore. The website can be found at www.ialsp.org so go take a look. Please feel free 
to send ideas about making it more interactive to me and I will forward them on.  

·  I have included some pictures from ICLASP12 in this newsletter but 
there are many more on the website. 

·  It is now really easy to renew just go to our new website, and 
“ follow the links” .   ����  

 

 



 

 

Of Interest? 
 

Hans J. Ladegaard has informed us of the following new journal that you may find interesting.  

It is published by Benjamins (http://www.benjamins.com/cgi-bin/t_seriesview.cgi?series=PS).. 

 

 

Pragmatics and society 
 

 
 
 
 
Editors:   Jacob L. Mey, Hartmut Haberland and Kerstin Fischer 

University of Southern Denmark / Roskilde University 
Review Editor:  Hans J. Ladegaard 

Hong Kong Baptist University 
 
 
 
Pragmatics and Society puts the spotlight on societal aspects of language use, while 
incorporating many other facets of society-oriented pragmatic studies. It brings together a variety of 
approaches to the study of language in context, inspired by different research perspectives and 
drawing on various disciplines, for instance, sociology, psychology, developmental and cognitive 
science, anthropology, media research, and computer-related social studies. It is concerned with 
how language use and social normativity influence and shape each other, for instance, in education 
(the teaching and acquisition of first and second languages), in political discourse (with its 
manipulative language use), in the discourse of business, and in all kinds of discriminatory uses of 
language (gender- and class-based or other). Finally, it pays special attention to the impact that 
technologically mediated communication and increased immersion in technology have on social 
interaction, as well as to the emancipatory potential of pragmatics. 
 
 



 

 
 

IALSP member Prof. Karen Tracy has drawn our attention to her new book that is a fascinating 
case study of democracy - and (mis)communication - in action! 

 

Challenges of Ordinary Democracy: 

A Case study in Deliberation and Dissent 

(Penn State University Press,  ISBN 978-0-271-03689-2|) 

 

This book is a case study of a one community’s board meetings during a particularly 

tumultuous time. In American society, no area of local governance brings emotion to public life 

quite as fast as school governance, yet we know little about how conflicts come into existence or 

how they unfold in these local public meetings. Drawing on what elected officials and citizens said 

during 63 public meetings that spanned two Boards, Tracy offers a vivid portrait of what the 

practice of ordinary democracy looked like in one Western U.S. community. In sites of ordinary 

democracy (as school board meetings are) participants seek to make decisions about education in 

their community, all the while attending to the ever-present societal demand to act democratically.  

Problematic communication strategies such as speaking in platitudes, making contradictory 

assertions, nitpicking about document wording, speaking angrily, and attacking people’s character 

are commonly used by citizens and elected officials. But Tracy shows, these trouble-causing 

practices also serve valuable democratic ends. After describing the variety of problems to be found 

in school board meetings and illustrating how they are displayed and managed discursively, 

Challenges of Ordinary Democracy proposes a new norm of communication conduct. Reasonable 

hostility, not civility, Tracy argues is a more useful norm for local governance bodies during times of 

conflict.  

 

More information at:   http://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-03689-2.html  

and http://www.psupress.org/justataste/samplechapters/justatasteTracy.html 

 

Karen is Professor of Communication Department at the University of Colorado, Boulder 

(http://comm.colorado.edu/tracy) and can be contacted via email at Karen.Tracy@colorado.edu 



 

 

 Forthcoming Issue of JLSP 

 

Journal of Language and 

Social Psychology 
Volume 29    Number 4    December  2010 

 

Articles 

 

The Contact Space: A Novel Framework for Intergroup Contact Research 

   Jake Harwood 

Parkinson’s Disease and Politeness 

   Thomas Holtgraves and Patrick McNamara 

The Fixation and Processing of the Iconic Gestures that Accompany Talk 

   Geoffrey Beattie, Kate Webster, and Jamie Ross 

The Effect of Speaker Information on Attitudes toward (ING) 

Kathryn Campbell-Kibler  

 

Short Research Reports 

 

Speaking with a Non-Native Accent: Perceptions of Bias, Communication Difficulties, 
and Belonging in the USDA 

   Agata Gluszek and John F. Dovidio 

Managing Third-Party Interruptions in Conversations: Effects of Duration and 
Conversational Role 

Adrian Bangerter, Eric Chevalley, and Sylvie Derouwaux 

 

 



 

 Elijah Lima 

 

I received this picture from Laura Camara Lima after the last 
newsletter went out, and I couldn’t resist putting it in this time.   

When this picture was taken Elijah was only a few weeks old.   

Elijah turned one on 27 October, 2010.  

 

 
 
 
Laura is a member of the Psychology Department of the Universidade Federal de São 
Paulo (UNIFESP).   
 



 

 

 

 

IALSP FACTS! 
 
 
 

IALSP CONFERENCES: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE! 
 
 
 

   1979  ICLASP1   Bristol, England 
 
   1983  ICLASP2   Bristol, England  
 
   1987  ICLASP3   Bristol, England  
 
   1991  ICLASP4   Santa Barbara, CA USA  
 
   1994  ICLASP5   Brisbane, Australia  
 
   1997  ICLASP6   Ottawa, Canada  
 
   2000  ICLASP7   Cardiff, Wales  
    
   2002  ICLASP8   Hong Kong  
          
   2004  ICLASP9   University Park, PA USA  
    
   2006  ICLASP10  Bonn, Germany 
    
   2008  ICLASP11  Tucson, Arizona, USA 
 
   2010  ICLASP12  Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
 
   2012 ICLASP13 Leeuwarden, Fryslân, The Netherlands  

 
 
 
 

 

  


